About the British Lung Foundation

The British Lung Foundation has been in existence since 1985.  Since then, we have raised over £30 million, which has been spent principally on research, information for the public and support for people living with lung disease.

Originally founded to raise money for research into respiratory issues, the charity has also developed a much wider remit. 

The British Lung Foundation is the only UK charity working for everyone affected by lung disease.

This is what we do:

• We support people affected by lung disease through the individual challenges they will face.  Support is the focus of many of our activities, including Breathe Easy, our nationwide support network.

• We help people to understand their condition.  We do this by providing comprehensive and clear information on paper, on the web and on the telephone.

• And we work for positive change in lung health.  We do this by campaigning, raising awareness and funding world-class research.

Our current corporate plan focuses on managing the considerable growth of the organisation.

Some of our key areas of activity:

We have a large voice within our Breathe Easy support network and this is a powerful campaigning tool. Breathe Easy supporters help to raise awareness of lung disease with the public, government, Primary Care Organisations and other health bodies - improving the quality of NHS service provision to all people living with lung disease.

We aim to increase the number of Breathe Easy groups from the current 220 and we will work closely with PCTs and local health professionals to develop opportunities and to raise awareness of lung disease. 

We are rolling out a scheme by which we can provide access to community-based exercise classes for people with lung conditions.

We have established 41 British Lung Foundation nurses in locations across the UK. These posts are in primary and secondary health care or for palliative care for respiratory patients – a service which is not currently available.  

Information: we currently supply information in paper and on the web to over 1.4 million people a year. We continue to review the information we provide, to ensure it gets to the right people, in the right way.

Advice service: our telephone advice service is now over two years old and growing fast. The need for the service was identified some time ago, and the level of calls has shown that the need certainly is there.  Our helpline is one way in which we can offer support to all those affected by lung disease. The helpline provides information to people living with a lung condition, the people who care for them, parents and the general public.  The helpline team – made up of advisers and qualified respiratory nurses - is committed to providing excellent standards of service, in a pleasant and supportive environment

Events: events are a major source of fundraising for us, from individuals going on cycle or trekking challenges, through to thousands of runners taking part in ‘lung runs’ across the country. We aim to grow this part of our activities.

Campaigning: in addition to the invaluable work carried out by our local groups, the public affairs team in our Head Office work on national campaigns around specific diseases (COPD, mesothelioma, for example) or broader concerns (smoking bans, pollution). The British Lung Foundation lobbies hard and works with a broad range of bodies to ensure that people living with lung disease can look to a brighter future.

